
BOARD HOLDS PUBLIC HEARING ON PROJECTS TO USE 
CDOT ARRA FUNDS; SELECTS PROJECTS 

DRCOG held a public hearing on additional Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) 
projects in the Denver region to receive American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
funding. 

ARRA provided funds to CDOT, DRCOG and RTD for eligible projects. All initial projects were 
selected in 2009, pursuant to a public hearing held on potential projects. Due to savings on pre-
viously selected projects and on receipt of a special grant from US DOT, CDOT Region 6 asked 
for approval to apply the funds to three projects that were not part of the 2009 public hearing. 
The projects are:
 • US 36, I-25 to approximately Wadsworth (one managed lane each direction and new   
  BRT service) -- $10 million (from the US DOT grant)
 • US 85, I-76 to SH 7 (install Intelligent Transportation System equipment and backbone)  
  -- $1.15 million
 • US 6 at Wadsworth (interchange reconstruction – design and right of way) – up to
   $15 million

After the hearing, the Board approved funds for two of the projects (US 85 -- $1.15 million and 
US 6 -- $4.36 million) and authorized staff to revise the 2008-2013 Transportation Improvement 
Program to reflect the changes. 

BOARD RECEIVES TESTIMONY ON PROJECTS TO BE 
CONSIDERED FOR FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION 
FORMULA FUNDS  

The Board took public comment on projects to be considered for federal transportation formula 
funds available in fiscal year 2010-2011.  A number of comments were received on specific proj-
ects, both through testimony at the hearing and online. 

DRCOG may have approximately $50 million of federal transportation formula funds available 
in fiscal year 2010-2011 that are not yet programmed. In anticipation, DRCOG opened a call for 
projects to use the funds and made a commitment in principle to the US 36 Corridor project of 
$25 million. Projects are only eligible if they can start implementation before the end of federal 
fiscal year 2011 (Sept. 30, 2011). A list of submitted projects may be found on the DRCOG Web 
site at www.drcog.org.  The public comment period has been extended 30 days to receive 
comments on an additional project presented at the hearing to the Board by Adams County 
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Commissioner Larry Pace.  He presented the county’s Pecos improvement project as a candidate for additional 
funding.  The Board approved allowing that project to be included in the list of projects being considered and 
receive public comment on it.

The Board will select the projects to receive the available funds at the July 21 Board meeting. 

BOARD SELECTS ROADWAY AND RAPID TRANSIT NETWORKS FOR 
MODELING AND AIR QUALITY TESTING

The Board approved roadway and rapid transit networks for air quality conformity modeling and testing for 
the update of the Fiscally Constrained 2035 Regional Transportation Plan.  Next month, DRCOG will begin the 
process of conducting air quality conformity modeling and testing for the updated fiscally constrained plan by 
modeling both land use and travel demand. The Board took the first step in the process by defining the road-
way and transit system networks, including any planned regionally significant improvements with a reason-
able expectation of completion by 2035. Funding from fiscal year 2012 through fiscal year 2035 is the basis for 
project inclusion. 

SELECTION AND RETENTION OF BOARD OFFICERS 

The Board gave its approval to recommendations on the selection and retention of Board officers developed 
by a discussion group. Board members addressed the topic at their workshop earlier this year and a group of 
interested Board members developed recommendations. The recommendations included developing a formal 
description for the organization’s Nominating Committee, changing the committee membership from five to 
six, calling for Board members interested in leadership positions to submit written statements to the Nominat-
ing Committee, and stating that Board members should have substantive experience with DRCOG.  In addi-
tion, the Board agreed with a recommendation stipulating that the officer holding the position of vice chair 
in the preceding year automatically becomes the chair. DRCOG staff will now prepare a formal Nominating 
Committee description and language for the Articles of Association for Board action in July. 

BOARD SETS JULY 21 PUBLIC HEARING ON RTD 2009 ANNUAL 
REPORT TO DRCOG ON FASTRACKS

The Board of Directors will hold a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 21 on the Regional Transporta-
tion District’s (RTD) 2009 Annual Report to DRCOG on FasTracks. Public hearing comment will assist DRCOG 
in its review of the annual report. 

In 1990, through Senate Bill 208, the Colorado General Assembly gave DRCOG the task for thoroughly review-
ing the vehicle technology and finance plan for any new rapid transit facility proposed by RTD. The DRCOG 
Board of Directors also required that an annual review of changes to RTD’s FasTracks Plan be conducted. In 
addition to the hearing, DRCOG’s website provides the ability to comment online about the annual report; 
please visit http://www.drcog.org and look for the public hearing icon to get more information, view the 
report and comment.  
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SITE APPLICATION COMMENTS

The Board approved comments for the Water Quality Control Division of the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment recommending approval of the site application for the Ken Caryl Ranch Water and 
Sanitation District/Lockheed Martin World Headquarters lift station replacement.  As part of state and federal 
regional waste treatment planning requirements, DRCOG reviews and provides comments on waste treatment 
facilities such as lift stations throughout the region. The reviews focus on planning area boundaries, facility ser-
vice areas and facility location, sizing and timing. 

METROQUEST PUBLIC OUTREACH EFFORTS  

Board members received information about the use of the MetroQuest scenario planning tool to conduct public 
outreach on the future growth of the region. DRCOG has been using the interactive planning tool since March 
2009 to allow policy makers, business leaders and the general public to explore alternative future scenarios for 
the region. About 40 workshops for civic organizations, business groups, students, planning commissioners, local 
elected officials and local government staff have been conducted, involving more than 1,000 participants. DRCOG 
staff collects input on regional policy questions from workshop participants, with the majority of participants 
favoring the following policy options. 
 • More compact development, focused in multiple centers throughout the region
 • Moderate investment in regional roadways (equivalent to DRCOG’s fiscally constrained Regional 
  Transportation Plan)
 • Significant investment in regional transit (including and beyond FasTracks)
 • Urban forms that favor pedestrians, bicyclists and transit riders
 • Investment in environmental programs aimed at achieving best practices  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT ON TRAFFIC CONGESTION 
IN THE DENVER REGION 

Included with the agenda was DRCOG’s 2009 Annual Report on Traffic Congestion in the Denver Region, which 
is a follow up to annual reports prepared the past three years through the DRCOG Congestion Management Pro-
gram. The report contains several key sections:
 • Updates to regional Congestion and Vehicle Miles Traveled measures
 • New documents addressing regional air quality and energy sustainability
 • Updates to the Congestion Mitigation Program website
 • Updates to DRCOG’s RideArrangers Program.  

The report is available on the DRCOG website at http://www.drcog.org/index.cfm?page=CongestionMitigation
Program-CMP. 

REMINDER: BIKE TO WORK DAY IS JUNE 23 

Bike to Work Day 2010 is June 23 and there is still time to register and participate. This year, DRCOG RideArrang-
ers has organized a leaner, greener event, keyed on a new website with a fresh look and more user options such as 
Community Pages, My Page, an interactive map featuring bike routes, information about stations where cyclists 
can stop, group rides and more. The website’s many features make it a valuable tool for both event participants 



and partners. In addition, the website will be up yearround, serving as a clearinghouse of information from part-
ner agencies and bicycle advocacy organizations. Visit http:www.drcog.org/biketowork to register for the event 
and find more Bike To Work Day materials.  

DRCOG ORIENTATION PLANNED AUG. 26

A DRCOG orientation is set for 4 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 26. The session is designed to give an overview of 
DRCOG’s responsibilities, activities and programs. All Board members and alternates, local elected officials, 
local government staff members and others are welcome to attend the session, which will be held at DRCOG. 
Please call Connie Garcia at 303-480-6701 or email cgarcia@drcog.org for more information. 

PLANNING COMMISSIONER WORKSHOP IS COMING AUG. 7

Mark your calendar now to attend DRCOG’s next planning commissioner workshop on Aug. 7. The popular 
all-day event focuses on a number of popular and timely topics, and will include a plenary session on the new 
federal Partnership for Sustainable Communities among the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Please get the date 
on your calendar and watch for more information about the workshop and registration coming soon. For more 
information, please call Suzi Walker at 303-480-6730 or email swalker@drcog.org.
 


